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From the Desk of the Director

This issue of NCDC newsletter has a lead story
on yaws eradication efforts made by NCDC. No
new case of yaws has been reported since 2003
and India achieved the status of yaws elimination
in 2006. Eradicating yaws, a neglected tropical

disease (NTD) would prevent disease and disability

Dr. S. Venkatesh amongst the most marginalized and underserved
Director, NCDC tribal population of India. NCDC newsletter section
on monitoring disease trends focuses on another
NTD, filariasis which is also a disfiguring disease mostly affecting children.
NVBDCP is the nodal agency for running lymphatic filariasis elimination
programme. The outbreak section highlights two outbreaks with very
different risk factors and mode of transmission, Kyasanaur Forest Disease
outbreak in Goa and Hepatitis C and B outbreak in Punjab.

The NCDC news section highlights several activities undertaken by NCDC
in this quarter including several workshops, training programme, IDSP
review meeting with states etc. | hope you find this issue of quarterly
NCDC newsletter interesting to read. | look forward to your feedback.
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Lead Story

Eradicating Yaws from India: A Summary

Yaws was first noticed in India during 1887 when cases were reported among tea plantation workers

in Cachar district of Assam. Activities aimed at Yaws control were started in the country in 1952

with assistance from WHO and UNICEF.

In 1996, Yaws Eradication Programme was launched as Pilot Project in undivided Koraput district,

Odisha. The programme was later extended to 49 districts of all 11 endemic states.



Yaws Eradication Programme (YEP) in India

The objectives of YEP were:

(i) Elimination of yaws, defined as
zero reporting of cases based on high-
quality case searches validated by
independent appraisals;

(ii) Eradication of yaws, defined as the
absence of new cases for a continuous
period of 3 years, supported by the
absence of evidence of transmission
, .. no sero-reactivity to rapid plasma
reagin or venereal disease laboratory
tests among children aged less than
5 years.

NCDC was designated as the nodal agency for planning, guiding, coordinating, monitoring and
evaluating the programme. YEP has been implemented by the State Directorates of Health Services
in the affected states, utilizing existing health services and manpower. The programme strategy
included: (1) manpower development, (2) case finding, (3) treatment of cases and contacts
simultaneously and (4) IEC activities harnessing multi-sectoral approach. Active case finding was
done twice a year through house to house visits by trained para- medical workers and community
level functionaries. To facilitate the detection of cases, coloured disease recognition cards and
other health education materials developed by NCDC were used in the field. Single dose injection
benzathine penicillin was the drug of choice.

Other activities included central level training- cum- sensitizing workshop at NCDC, followed by
similar activities at state/ district level. Under YEP, monitoring is being done at various levels. At
central level, the programme has been monitored by a Task Force chaired by the Director General
of Health Services. At the state level, monitoring is done through review meeting of State Yaws
Programme officers & experts, field level appraisal by independent experts, and inter- state border
meetings. Number of cases declined dramatically since 1996 and last lot of cases were reported
during 2003.

Year- wise reported number of cases of yaws

States 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Andhra Pradesh 223 249 338 339 442 152 135 6
Chhattisgarh NA 71 170 40 38 12 0 0
Orissa 3348 379 111 82 124 137 145 40
Maharashtra NA 0 48 0 1 0 0 0
Gujarat NA 36 0 2 17 8 0 0
Tamil Nadu NA 0 0 0 #34 0 0 0
Uttar Pradesh NA 0 0 1 0 0 0
Assam * * * 4 7 4 1 0
Madhya Pradesh * * * * 0 0 0 0
Jharkhand * * * * 0 0 0 0
Total 3571 735 667 467 664 313 281 46
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